The Causes of the World War
broad outlines their sequence, inter-relationship, and
general colour, and to present the quality of the atmo-
sphere in which they took place.
The reader will find, so far as the text itself is con-
cerned, no critical apparatus, no footnotes, no discus-
sion of authorities, nor any of the paraphernalia which
usually characterizes learned works. But, as it is the essence
of the historical method to admit no statement simply
on the authority of the person who makes it, whether he
be modest student or famous author, it is essential that
the reader of this summary should be able to keep a
proper check on its contents; and I have therefore added
an appendix containing all the references necessary for the
verification of the facts, together with a list of the major
publications and principal historical works which are
indispensable to any study of the subject.
I believe that such a summary may prove of value.
It is naturally addressed not so much to specialists as to
the general reader, who would be overwhelmed or dis-
couraged by the mass of official documents, special
propaganda, legal commentaries, and technical historical
works which have been published on the subject; for the
number of texts and other works to which reference is
needed runs into several tens of thousands.
The reader will find here no opinions for which the
author himself is responsible. The only personal opinions
included in the narrative are those of two German
writers, Eugen Fischer and Hermann Lutz. Their ver-
sion of the facts does not correspond at all points with
that which I have endeavoured to present, in particular
so far as it concerns the significance of the Russian
mobilization and the apportionment of so-called "respon-
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